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Coal Surface Mining Regulations, Public Participation Guidelines Changes 
Effective February 26, 2004 

 
Richmond, VA – Amendments to Virginia coal surface mining reclamation regulations and 
public participation guidelines used by the Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy (DMME) 
will become effective on February 26, 2004, DMME announced today.  
 
The Coal Surface Mining Reclamation Regulation, 4 VAC 25-130, is being amended to be 
consistent with changes made to corresponding Federal regulations. DMME is amending the 
definition of “collateral bond” so that a coal mine permittee may use an irrevocable letter of 
credit from any bank organized or authorized to transact business in the United States as an 
indemnity agreement between the permittee and DMME’s Division of Mine Land Reclamation 
to guarantee reclamation.  
 
Amendments also modify requirements for use of a “letter of credit” to bond a coal mining 
operation. A letter of credit may be issued only by a bank organized or authorized to do business 
in the United States and must conform to the Uniform Customs and Practice for Documentary 
Credits (1993 Revision) International Chamber of Commerce (Publication No. 500). Letters of 
credit must be irrevocable during their terms. A letter of credit used as security in areas requiring 
continuous bond coverage will be forfeited and collected by the DMME if not replaced by other 
suitable bond or letter of credit at least 30 days before its expiration date. The letter of credit 
must be payable to the DMME, in part or in full, upon receipt from the Division of Mined Land 
Reclamation of a notice of bond forfeiture.  
 
The Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy's Public Participation Guidelines govern how 
the regulatory actions of the DMME, the Virginia Gas and Oil Board, the Board of Coal Mining 
Examiners, and the Board of Mineral Mining Examiners will respond to petitions for 
rulemaking; maintain a regulatory mailing list; notify and include interested persons in the 



regulatory development process; and comply with the requirements for adopting regulations in 
compliance with the Administrative Process Act.  
 
The final regulation clarifies what promulgating authorities are governed by the Public 
Participation Guidelines, provides for use of the new fast track regulatory process, provides for 
electronic notification of interested parties, references The Virginia Regulatory Town Hall web 
site, and states that DMME will not accept ex parte communications after a regulation’s public 
comment period has closed.  
 
The amendments to the coal surface mining reclamation regulations and public participation 
guidelines were published in the Virginia Register of Regulations on January 26, 2004. All 
regulations may be viewed on The Virginia Regulatory Town Hall web site at 
www.townhall.state.va.us. Copies of the regulations may be obtained from the Department of 
Mines, Minerals and Energy, Customer Assistance Center, P.O. Drawer 900, Big Stone Gap, VA 
24219, telephone (540) 523-8233 or 8235 or requested via e-mail at 
DmmeInfo@dmme.virginia.gov. 
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